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to put the Judith on a lee shore. Drake there-
fore fought his way to windward; and, seeing no
one when the gale abated, and having barely
enough stores to make a friendly land, sailed
straight home. Hawkins reported the Judith,
without mentioning Drake's name, as * forsaking'
the Minion. But no other witness thought
Drake to blame.

Hawkins himself rode out the gale under the
lee of a little island, then beat about for two weeks
of increasing misery, when * hides were thought
very good meat, and rats, cats, mice, and dogs,
parrots and monkeys that were got at great price,
none escaped. * The Minion was of three hundred
tons; and so was insufferably overcrowded with
three hundred men, two hundred English and one
hundred negroes. Drake's little Judith, of only
fifty tons, could have given no relief, as she was
herself overfull. Hawkins asked all the men
who preferred to take their chance on land to
get round the foremast and all those who wanted
to remain afloat to get round the mizzen. About
a hundred chose one course and a hundred the
other. The landing took place about a hundred
and fifty miles south of the Rio Grande. The
shore party nearly all died. But three lived to